UMLUNGISI
LEGAL AID SA BIDS FAREWELL TO OUTGOING
COO, DR JERRY MAKOKOANE
When asked in 2007 why he chose
to join Legal Aid SA as its new
Chief Operations Officer, Dr Jerry
Makokoane said his heart was very
close to communities. Although
he had previously interacted with
communities whilst working for the
Department of Transport, he felt
that he was able to reach out to
the most vulnerable
of our communities through
Legal Aid
SA. Secondly,
he felt that he
needed to

make a difference in as far as
human rights are concerned. He
acknowledged then that while a
lot had been achieved in the 13
years of democratic rule (as at
2007), access to justice by the
poor and vulnerable remained a
pipedream in many areas – that
was the difference he wanted to
make. In his goodbye to Legal Aid
SA Citizens in March 2020, after
13 years as COO, Dr Makokoane
said that he is pleased with the
embedded practices introduced in
the organisation during his tenure.
He implored the leadership of the
organisation to continue exuding a
people-conscious attitude towards
staff.
Farewell, Dr Makokoane!
Outgoing COO Dr Jerry Makokoane
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MEET SETHOPO MAMOTHETI, LEGAL AID SA’S
NEWLY APPOINTED COO
The Legal Aid SA Board and
CEO Mantiti Kola are proud to
announce Sethopo Mamotheti
as the organisation’s new Chief
Operations Officer, effective 1 April
2020. Mr Mamotheti was previously
the Internal Audit Executive of
Legal Aid SA, a position he held for
five years.
Prior to joining the organisation, he
was Chief Audit Executive at Mintek
and Gidani Lottery Pty Ltd. He has
also served as a Non-executive
Director at various institutions,
including Magalies Water and
LGSETA, to mention a few.
Mr Mamotheti holds a MBA degree
from GIBS, BCompt from UNISA
and a Postgraduate Diploma in

Accounting Science and Higher
Diploma in Taxation. He is a
Certified Internal Auditor, Control
Self-Assessment Practitioner and
Associate General Accountant.
He is currently studying towards
a Chartered Financial Analyst
qualification.
We look forward to his capable
and inspiring
leadership in
propelling
Legal Aid
SA to be a
leader in the
provision of
quality legal
services.

New COO Sethopo Mamotheti

LEGAL AID SA SERVICES IN THE TIME OF COVID-19
Legal Aid SA’s management has issued a list of measures which will
be implemented within the organisation and around its main service
provision in order to prevent the spread of COVID-19, which has
been declared a global pandemic by the World Health Organization
and a national state of disaster in terms of the Disaster Management
Act by the President of South Africa on 15 March 2020.
Prior to the national lockdown, all internal and external meetings of
large groups were postponed and rescheduled. Video and telephone
conferences have been adopted. National and provincial public education
outreach activities including legal aid clinics, which were scheduled to
take place as part of Human Rights Month initiatives, were also called off.
Clients and members of the public were urged to call offices or the Legal
Aid Advice Line, rather than visit offices in person. Since the lockdown came
into effect, all Legal Aid SA offices have been closed, and only specified
legal staff have attended court as and when called upon to do so.
Measures in Courts and Court Precincts
Legal Aid SA is implementing the directives from the Ministry

of Justice on the measures taken at the District and Regional
Court Precincts. The Office of the Chief Justice coordinates and
communicates directives in respect of restricting access to courts.
As part of the government’s measures to curb the spread of
COVID-19, access to the courts will further be restricted to only hear
matters of extreme urgency. While essential court services will still
be available at the courts, this will only be on weekdays between
10am and 1pm for the duration of the lockdown period. This is
according to a new directive issued by Justice and Correctional
Services Minister Ronald Lamola, who withdrew the previous
directives and replaced them with adjusted and updated ones. In
light of this, Legal Aid SA’s services will during this time be limited
only to essential cases.
The organisation remains committed to ensuring the safety of both
employees and the public, and maintaining access to justice during
this uncertain time. All these measures will be reviewed regularly
and adapted accordingly.

INTRODUCING NEW FACES OF LEGAL AID SA PROVINCIAL COMMUNICATION
Legal Aid SA has appointed two new Provincial
Communications Practitioners as part of the support
services structure in each province. The Free State/
North West Provincial Office is pleased to announce
the appointment of Mr Molefi Molefi while the Eastern
Cape Provincial Office welcomes Ms Siphokazi

Nogaya. Mr Molefi joins Legal Aid SA from the Joe
Morolong Memorial Hospital where he served as
the Assistant Director: Media and Communication.
Ms Nogaya was the Communications Officer at the
Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality before joining
Legal Aid SA.

Siphokazi
Nogaya,
Eastern Cape

Moleﬁ Moleﬁ,
Free State/North
West
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LEGAL AID SA AND STAKEHOLDERS
ENGAGE FOR FUTURE PLANNING
In January 2020, Legal Aid SA CEO Mantiti Kola and the
executive team hosted various national stakeholders from all
corners of the justice cluster and civil society for a National
Stakeholder Forum. The event provided an opportunity for
these partners in access to justice to comment and assist
Legal Aid SA in shaping an effective Strategic Plan for the
next five years.
The event was attended by stakeholders from the National
Prosecuting Authority; Public Protector; Department of
Justice and Constitutional Development; Office of the Chief
Justice; University Law Clinics, as well as civil society
institutions such as Childline South Africa and the National
Council for Persons with Disabilities.
Stakeholders engaged on various issues such as
strengthening collaboration, the processes of assisting
accused persons to avoid detention for minor crimes and
what rules can be changed in courts to fast-track justice. The
discussions were tremendously useful for future planning,
and Legal Aid SA looks forward to continuing with beneficial
partnerships to make access to justice a reality for all.

Legal Aid SA CEO Mantiti Kola addressing stakeholders

LEGAL AID SA’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO JUDICIAL SERVICES
Legal Aid SA is an important stakeholder in
the justice value chain and as such, plays
an important role in ensuring the proper
administration of justice and the protection of
human rights. One of the ways that Legal Aid
SA contributes to the administration of justice in
general is by making its practitioners available
to act as presiding officers in various courts,
thereby sharing the wealth of knowledge and

experience of the organisation, for the benefit
of the public. Some practitioners go on to
take up permanent judicial appointments. The
following practitioners acted as judicial officers
in the previous and current financial years:

Regional Court
Naude from the
Office acted as
Municipal Court
April 2020.

Legal Practitioner Natasha
Legal Aid SA Athlone Local
a Magistrate in the Athlone
from 1 February 2020 to 30

Regional Court Legal Practitioner Gift Morolong
from the Legal Aid SA Welkom Local Office
acted as a Magistrate in the Welkom Regional
Court from 7 January 2019 to 3 April 2019.

Senior Litigator Nzame Skibi from the Legal
Aid SA National Office acted as a Judge of
the South Gauteng High Court from 7 October
2019 to 22 November 2019.

From left to right: Gift Morolong, Natasha Naude and Nzame Skibi

LEGAL AID SA PROVINCIAL EXECUTIVE JOINS SAWLA LEADERSHIP
The Provincial Executive of Legal Aid SA in Limpopo/
Mpumalanga, Ms Mpho Kgabi, has been elected to
serve as the Secretary-General of the South African
Women Lawyers Association (SAWLA).
The SAWLA was formed in 2006 in order to address
issues affecting female lawyers. Though it mostly
focuses on empowering female Legal
Practitioners within the legal fraternity,
the SAWLA mandate also aims to
empower women to play a bigger role
within society. Ms Kgabi says: “It is
indeed an honour to be elected to
the SAWLA’s national structure.

I will always ensure that I balance my responsibilities
towards Legal Aid SA and the SAWLA.”
The newly elected SAWLA National Executive
Committee is:
• President:
Nomaswazi
Shabangu-Mndawe
(Mpumalanga Province)
• Deputy President: Bongiwe Nkohla (Eastern Cape
Province)
• Secretary-General: Mpho
Kgabi
(Limpopo
Province)
• Deputy Secretary: Linda Maxageni (Eastern Cape
Province)
• Treasurer: Mashadi Mosaka (North West Province)

Legal Aid SA’s Limpopo/Mpumalanga Provincial Executive, Mpho Kgabi
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ROSEBANK COLLEGE STUDENTS GET FREE
LEGAL ADVICE

LEARNERS RECEIVE GUIDANCE IN NATIONAL
GBVF DIALOGUE

The Rosebank College campus in Braamfontein hosted a four-day
orientation programme from 10-13 February 2020 for the new students of
2020. This is an annual programme that is supported by the institution’s
Student Relations Unit. Rosebank College invited various external
stakeholders to assist with the real life issues students need information
or advice on.
Institutions invited to assist the first year students included Legal Aid SA;
African Bank; South African Police Services; City of Johannesburg Health
official; Lifeline and SANCA. Students received various promotional and
informative items from the different stakeholders.
Legal Aid SA supported this initiative by bringing legal advisors from
the Legal Aid Advice Line to provide relevant information to the students
who needed clarity on legal issues they are facing. The discussions
showed that most students are faced with unfair eviction and problems
with short-term subscriptions and contracts signed with gyms and cell
phone providers.

Learners pose with a framed Constitution poster they won for their school

The Department of Justice and Constitutional Development has launched
a national dialogue programme which targets men and youth with the
intention to change the behaviours, attitudes and beliefs that lead to
violence against women and children. The most recent leg of the dialogue
targeted 150 secondary school learners in the Western Cape, KwaZuluNatal, Gauteng, North West and Free State.
The programme also involved justice cluster stakeholders such as the
Department of Correctional Services and Legal Aid SA, which assisted
by speaking to the learners about gender-based violence and femicide
(GBVF) and how to work towards eradicating this scourge.

A Legal Advisor from the Legal Aid Advice Line providing advice to a student

The learners were also taken on a correctional facility tour as a deterrent.
Legal Aid SA Supervisory Legal Practitioner Justice Magayi and other
team members from the Legal Aid SA Benoni Local Office represented the
organisation in the learner dialogue at the Boksburg Correctional Facility.

LEGAL AID SA PARTNERS WITH SANBI ON INTERNAL LEGAL ADVICE WORKSHOP
As part of Employee Health & Wellness programmes that the South African
National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) has developed, Legal Aid SA was invited
to partner and present on various legal issues that the staff of the Pretoria
National Botanical Gardens have.

from the Legal Aid SA Pretoria Local Office were on hand to give advice on
civil legal topics and answer various questions the staff had. Other topics that
were discussed included maintenance, custody of and access to a child,
guardianship and protection orders.

The Human Resources officials of SANBI enlisted the services of Legal
Aid SA to host a legal workshop on issues relating to the advantages and
disadvantages of the different types of marriage regimes, the divorce process
and division of assets, co-habitation, and the laws around assets purchased
with partners.
Legal Practitioners Belinda Maroga, Lucky Machimana and Maryna Steenkamp

Members of the community in Butterworth during the National Consumer Education campaign

LEGAL ADVICE FOR CONSUMERS IN THE EASTERN CAPE
The National Department of Human Settlements hosted another leg of
its National Consumer Education campaign in the Eastern Cape town
of Butterworth. The three-day long campaign focused on empowering
local communities with information regarding housing and estates, and
saw over 150 people gather at Msobomvu Community Hall. Stakeholders
from various institutions in the public and private sector came together

to educate the audience on relevant information regarding title deeds,
home loans, water and sanitation programmes, and provide financial
management tips around stokvels and unit trusts. Legal Aid SA Supervisory
Legal Practitioner – Civil Moloko Kobe and Paralegal Sinovuyo Mcapukiso
from the Legal Aid SA Butterworth Local Office provided relevant legal
advice and explained the mandate and services of the organisation.
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